DOCUMENT BESUME 



ED 085 288 

TITLE 

INSTITUTION 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FROM 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



ABSTRACT 



SO 006 5^3 

[Finnish National Board of Education Information 
Bulletin], 

Finnish National Board of Education^ Helsinki. 
Research and Development Bureau. 
Jan 73 
13p. 

National Board of Education^ Research and Development 
Bureau^ fJelsinginkatu 00530 Helsinki 53/ 

Finland 

MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29 

Administrative Organization; Bulletins; ^Comparative 
Education ; Educational Development; ^Educational 
Experiments; Educational Plannipg; Educational 
Programs; ♦Educational Research; Educational 
Sociology; *Inf ormation Dissemination; Research and 
Development Centers; Research Needs; ^Research 
Projects; Secondary Education 
♦Finland 



This bulletin disseminates info 
educational research and experimentation in Fin 
principles of educational research are outlined 
achievement of effective cooperation between ed 
decision-making. The organization of research a 
educational planning in Finland is outlined and 
activities . in 1973 are described. Ten institute 
are involved in educational research are listed 
summary of the Finnish Senior Secondary Researc 
longitudinal study on the encounter between a c 
actual Finnish educational system and society^ 
document. (SHM) 



rmation cone 
land. The ge 
. Attention . 
ucational re 
ctivities pr 

development 
s of e ducat i 

with addres 
h Project^ a 
ohort of you 
is included 



erning 
neral 

focuses on 
search and 
oiQoting 

on which 
ses, A 
broad 
th and the 
in the 



HATIONAL BOARD Of EOildAflON 

R^rch and Development Bureau 
nitland 



BULLETIN 




^^^i;^;-,i-:^l::■^:^;,~^,,v.,..4,- 



Nanonal Boanl Of lEducaHoir 
Research and Development 

Helslnginkahi 34 ' 
d053D Helsinki 53 - 

telephone iiD-Tifr^^^ 



Contents: 

Erkki Alio., Director General 1 

Educational. Research in Finl^nc] 

Vuokko Isohella, Yrjo Mannisto 2 

.Instituues of Education in 

Finland !3 

After Junior .Secondary in the 

Finland of i960' s Anna-Li, i^^a 

Sysiharju 7 



F o r f ur t he r i n f o r m a t i o n ^ 
pleasej v;rite to Mrs- 
Mai. ja~Liisa pyykiconen 



Erkki Aho, Director General 



The continuous 'remodellirrg or-l:bhe educational plans ' * 
requires school research^, tay \vhich is Yneant: 

- jDasic research-in social sciences (pedagogy-> psychology, " 
sociology) closely related to the improvement' of the 

. - school system . . • ■■ " .. 

- applied research in these fields - . ■ , ' . 

- school experimentation and 

further research and .analysis associated v/ith the 
improvement of the school-. ,: • 

This 'research should be closer associated with the improvement 
activities directed at the remodelling of : the educational 
plans. FIov.?ever, this presupposes a more e;.plic i t planning 
of the improvement of 'the public education. At this instance 
the principles .and emphases, on ivhich the improvement activities 
in each case are based, must be ^clearly stated- .Only siach, 
planning allov;s the directing of school research into the . . , 
areas K^here the need ' for , nev/ knov^ledge is greatest- _ 

The weakness of the school research carried, out' by the 
- National Board of Education has been the imperfect 
utilization of the research and e.,.periments along with the 
necessary of flcial communication. To remove this; obstacle 
this bulletin has been started/ it v\n\ll. be an^ essentTaTpart 
of the more extensive renev^^al. of the official communication 
carried out by the National Board of Education. O 
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V^uokko ■ Isohella, Yr jc Mannisto . 
Ed ucational research in Finland 

.. 

1. General ; principles of educational research i 

■Research is an essential part of the . development, of educafcior^ . 
EdiAc.atlonal research cannot,, hov-zever^ be " f ocused'on the research- 
into the problems of the; school only, and the phenomena arising, 
within the school. Society as a whole should be regarded as th"e 
general., framev/ork for educational research. . Until recently, 
the knovrledge aicquired by means of research h^as rather slowly 
influenced the changes v/hlch have been made_^ in the social 
structure. . • ... 

In takj^g'up new lines for educational, research policy and in ■ 
its further development, attention should be given to how the 
most effective cooperation between educational research and 
decision-making could -be .-achieved . , . ' 

As regards finding the. foc-uses for the research activities,, it 
is evident that if objectives, contents and me thods' vjill. be ■ 
the objects of research, there is no reason to concentrate all 
research activities in one of these only^ but it should be kept 
in rnind that these three objectives compose , a unity ana are . 
closely interrelated . This conception should form the background . 
whichever of the three alternatives will be chosen as the research 
object . *f 

As the problems of emphasis are dis.oussedj i t nia.y be natural to 
take the study of cognitive qualifications as . the starting point 
being of central importance. Emphasizing this alternative would 
be of twofold advantage. It is evident t.hat it would bring forth, 
research connected- 'vith the problems of social premises' and the 
conditions of motivation. If some other alternative were empha- 
sized^ similar -associations would probably not be brought about. • 
aS; naturally . And on the other hand. Implem'entation of this 
particular emphasis priority wotild most closely connect the 
novj discussed fielrJ vjith the previously . discussecr problems of 
"objectives - contents - methods." 
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Research orr^ani station 

nosearoh promoting educational plaruiing in Finland has been 
almost entirely concentrated in a central national institute; 
i.e- the InrjUitute for Educational Research. The Institute is 
also roGponoible for the information on research results. The 
Institute for Educational Research was established in 1957 
to act as an independent unit under the central administration 
of the University of Jyvaskyla. The Institute is the largest 
of its kind in the Nordic ' counti'ies, and the number of person- 
nel amounts 'to almost a hundred. 

The Institute for Educational Research concentrvates in research" 

\ ■ ■■■ 

benefiting the development of education • that has been organized 
according to the above mentioned outlines for research policy. 
Educational research is carried out also in the departments, 
of universities and higher education institutions. Part of 
this research is financed and supervised by the Research and 
Development ...Bureau at the Mai-ional Board of Education. 

3. The Research and Development Bureau at the National Board of 
Education 

One of the tasks of the Research and Development Bureau is to 
develop and supervise the pedagogical experimeiitation and 
research concerning primary, comprehensive, secondary or the like 
schools. Development is primarily financed by means of the annual 
allowances reserved for pedagogical research and development in' 
the State budget . 

The development activities in 1973 have been focused on- the 
follov;ing points: . ' 

1* Common and general fields (a system of describing the object-- 
Ives, differentiation, integration,, development of teaching 
material, evaluation, development of the activities in the 
school as a communal institution . . 

2, Pre~school (further development of the curricula). 

3. The comprehensive school (development of the curricula^ pre- 
liminary instruction^ coJicple/Tientary teaching, development of 



activities in V.ho united sradet.-, activities ii^ the upper 
section of the riomprGhono i ve nchooi , Uc ve.lopment oT indivi- 
cl u a 1 3 1 uc i y s u i.) j e c, t ;-i ) • 

4, Special ediu'ia t Ion ^/ 

5, Senior Secondary School (Gymnasium) 

The Ror:;earcti and Development Bureau is continuously surveying 
the fie.ld cl' sohool I'eocar'i'h. The Bureau propoGes new refiearch 
fielcKs to the lii^ti tut;i ons .■.)n the basis of the above presented 
argumenwS. The researchers take a standpoint to the proposals 
and prepare speciriecl resear'ch plan3. The Research and Develop- 
ment Bureau -*^oes not oa-^^ry out Iridependent research activities 
It planrj and coordiriates the research activities financed by the 
National Board of Education. 

Special attention is given to the practical application of the 
results of educational researcli^ to popularization of knov^ledge 
acquired by rijans of i-esearch^ and to iriformation on research 
results. Therefore the Reseai*eh and Development Bureau has pro- 
duced a system of ui iii^-.atio:-., the central part of v/hich is 
the so-called produce ioi:': group. Q'he production group sear-ches 
for the gx-oups of research objects., inforiis them on the research 
in guestion and^ if necessary, directs /the research acti- 
vities. It also organixes 3enrinars for researchers K'ho are 
occupied with the same problems. After the research plan has 
been carried through., the production group drav/s up recommenda- 
tions on practical measures for implementation and organizes a 
follov;ing system. 

-^r - Information on research projects 

Information on the current research projects and on the projects 
that have been carried through is dellver^ed in the series Tie- 
d onan t o j a icou lu t u t k . i m uks e s t a published by the' Research and 
Development Bureau at the National Board of Education., It is 
also issued in English under the title I nformation Bulletin. 
Research reports and abstracts are published in a series^ of 
researcl-i reports by the Research and Development Bureau. • 



Research reports ' are ■ published also by the Department of In- . 
formation and Documentation at the Institute^ for Educational 
Research". In 197-5j the nurr:b'er of these publications v/lll amount . 
to almost. 70:., Information 'vjiil also be improved at the inter-, 
national level. The Ins t ioute for Educational Research intends 
to launch out a nev; series of publications presenting abstracts 
of the research reports in English. The Institute for Educa- 
tional Research is publishing the 110th annual volume of the 
periodical Kasvatus (Education) The departrrients at univeristies 
and at institutions of higher education publish their ;ov-7n t?eport . 
series . - • . ^ , 



institutes- of Educationv-in~ Finland ^ . '■ ' . ' 

\ ''-^ ■ . .■ ■ ■ " . 

V • 1. Institute of Education, University of .Helsinki 
^ . - address: Pabianin^atu 28 ■ 

' ... . ' 00100 Helsinki lOV Finland " - " 

, 2 . -In'stitute of Education, University of Joensuu 

Tulliportinkatu 1 a . ; , . 

80100 Joensuu 10 . . - 

3' Institute of Special Education^' University of Jyvaskyla 
Semina^-^j'inkatu 15 : ■ ; ' . 

- 40100 Jyvaskyla 10 

4. Institute of Education^ University of Jyvaskyla ■' 
, Seminaarinkatu 15 

' 40100 jyvaskyla 10 - 

5, Institute for .Educational Reseach,, University :of Jyvaskyla 

Seminaarinkatu 15 . * • .. /, 

40100 Jyvaskyla 10 ' • / ' 

6- Institute of Education^ University of Oulu - . 
Kasarminkatu 4 ;■ ■ , : 

90100 Oulu 10 : ' . ' ;. ■ 

7 . ..Institute of . Education, Abo ;Akademi 
Vardberggatan la' . ' 

20700 Abo 70 ; ■ - I 

■ -n. . , , , '. ^ 
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8. Institute for Adult Eaucation, "University of Tampere 

■ KaleVantie- ' ■ ' ' : 

. 33100 Tampere 10 ^ • ■ • ' ^ : ' , 

9. Institute of Education, University of Tampere- ■ . 
. Harneenkatu 6 A . , . . ' . 

■ 33IGO Tampere; 10 ' ' • ' \ 

lOV Institute of Education^; University of Turku : 
' ■ L'ernminkaisenkatu 1 

■ 20520 'Turku 52 




ERIC 



^Arina-Liisa Sysiharju / 
;:Af*ter :. Junior Secondary , in the ; FirJ.ap:d " o s.. The Finnish 

Senior . Secondary Research. Prbaect 196^-7lV: the educational careers 

■ Sum m a r ' y- ' . / ' ^ - \ - : 

i.. B^^kRroup.d and purpose of t-he. sbucly ./ 

The rPlnnlsh Seiuor Sec.ondary Researcii ProjecL I9b4-71 is " ,.• ■ 
a broad longitudinal study on the* encounter bervveer., a cohort . 
of . youth and.; the actual Finnish educativ\aal ^ysteni and society . 

The researcli pro ject originated from a:- iriter-Scandinav j.aii .: 
initiative, a recominendat lor; by the inter-governmental Cultural 
Cornrrrission that 'parallel .longitudiijai studies should be started, 
■in several cour.trierj in' order i-o. throv;. light or! the ; select ion 
of pupils to the seiiior secondary ( Cr.VTnnasium) level o± the 
school systems. As a consequence, similar pro Jeer S' V\'ere started ■ 
during the mid-sixties iri Swedei; (Pedagogi sk-psyk:ologxska • 
instilutxonen^ Lararhdgs.:olari i St oc.vholm^ later continued at 
the University of Uinea : Henrysscri and Ljung, in Norv/ay 
(University of Oslo: Sandven^ and in Dei mark (Social- , ' - 

1 orskningsinsti tut te t : Hansen. ^ . • ' ' 

All ti'iese four Scandinavian projects developed independently 
according to the actual problen:^s and needs of their respective 

r - 

countries., even If there have beeri close contacts and even some . 
Joint puhlicatioi%s were produ-::.ed. They we/re also administered 
ar:d financed separately. To the Finnxsh project direct 
financing came' through a committee appointea by the J^mistry 
of JKducation . . v.he investigator herself worKed for the most 
part of the pei'lod as a research. assistaLxt of the state Research 
Council for Social Sciences -and the actual wor-: was performed, 
at the Institute of Education, ■University of Helsinki. : 

The originally limited purpc^e of the study k'as during: the ■ 
flow of years ei.la.rged to an attempt of getting, a general • 
picture of the careers aiid the; personal , experiences of a : 
group of Junior Secondary, leavers in i>he . immediat^ely f olloviing 
vjeriod of their lives : In this ' ivay irif ormatioir v;as gathered 
about the real impact of the school system and of the society- 
on individuals in the^r late teens. Special ihtere'st has been^. . 
given to the careers of youth vvith dif fering'^-'social bacicground \" 

■ and . se.A ; ' ; ■ ; 



- : Several- articlesVand. "shoir'te.r Itudies ;havG been' publisneo 

the. ..projecir:.^ Tl^f^p.ort 'n»arkf^ , the, end .of the viorK tf the. financing 
: committee .. It . focuses on the , d.esc'"ription of the longitudinally 
observed educational.: careers t)f differenc Individuals, -oh th^: ■: ... ' 
relationships •betwee-rvthese caree^^ arAd such, characteristics 
. / that -Were observable /at the beginning, of - the ,£tud.y in ^ the Junior 
■. Secon.da.ry leavers;,' and finally,! on the relations beWeeh different^ 
* ^. educa tional careers and teh observed' placement in" v;ori':, education;.: - 
: and fa:mily at :the^ end of the ctudy period. 

■ For technical .reasons the report is divided: into f ive ' .-v; .'^■^ 
.successive number's (12;^-127/1972| of the publication . series,/ ^ 
The. ten chapters ; of the repoi^t are found iji the folld'.^^ing volumes : . 

1. : Introduction: the origin and development of • 

the project.; , , ,. ; ■ - -^ol. 12>/1972' 

II. The background and character of the, study . ... 
the- "Tocat iovj in time and place . - vol . /2 

III. The main features of the educational careers 

during ^rii.; years ! \ . - vol ^ 125/1972. 

IV. - What .kind of youth wei^ethe Junior .Secondary 

" leavers? ■ . .." vol .12^/1972 . 

/ What were the school experiences and\ the ' : . 
: ; thoughts on Senior.; Secondary of the Junior 

Secondary leavers? ,; — vol . 124/1972.- 

; Vl • V/hich Junior Secondary leavers traniS.f erred ■ 

.. immediately to Senior Secondary? ■ - vol;. 125 ^1972 : . 

. VII. The educational careers in- the Seniar ■ ■ 

: Secondary : vol. 126/1972 

, ^VIII.- Who transferred to vocational schools? . -' vol .126/1972 . 

IX:. ' VJhere were, the Junior Secondary leavers • ... 
V. • six -years later? ' - vol . 127/1972 V 

X.- , Discussion on the educati-onal careers ;/ - .vol. 127/1972 

"In the report results are presented mainly as siriiple cress-: • 
' tabulations/ vjhich permit " further analysis and . interpretation . .. 
■ and. offer a basis for practical considerations in school planning . 
... and refcirr).: .. ,., . .-: 

2. S ubjects and methods of the stud y . ■ 

The Finnish Senior Secondary Research Pro ject I964-71-^vas.. 
carried put at a time vjhen the last large age; groups of the^ 
... post-war period were confronted y-ith a still unchanged traditional 
... system of secondary school; The Jianior Secondary cons.isting.,of ■ .: 
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five grades, was entered at Ine average" age of eleven after four 
years in the obligatory primary school, the transfer to the 
Senior Secor.dary 'var practically open for those rbo-had finished 
the Junior Seco^jary vdth approved marks.. The Senior Secondary 
consisted thre-e grades, ^^^as only slightly differentiated and 
ended '.Ich a centrally administered mai:riculation examination 
•which gave eligiui li'.'y for university studies. 

The sample comprised 1 ^l-;;5 Junior Secondary leavers '/ho came 
from 15 secondary schools in nine different localities,* town and 
country communities ir. southerr. , northern and eastern Finland. 
Mos t desc riptive characteristics of the group coincide well 
vjith the corresponding av.erages for the total - country and its 
schools. 

As the research project started in the school year iy64-65> 
the 15-17 year' old Junior Secondr-ry leavers belonged mainly to 
the age groups born in 1949 and 19^8. In spite of i-he fact that 
the secondary suhool had riot been able to receive all formally 
qualified applicarj ts.. the Junior Secondary leavers represented 
40 % of their age groups. 

During their final grade at the Junior Secondary in 1964/65 
the 1 435 original subjects v.;ere given several questionnaires 
dealing vrith their school e.periences, future plans and background 
data. In addition, data on . present and- previous^ school achievement 
ability test results as well as free essays on motives and 
espectations were collected.. 

In the Finnish Senior Secondary Research Project a great 
effort was made to collect continuous ^.Lnf ormation from all the 
original subjects through all the sever, school years from 1964/65 
to 1970/71 regardless of where a person transferred withiri Lhe 
educational system or at which- time he left this system. For the 
most part the obserr^ations cover over 90 % of the total sample 
and even the last questionnaire mailed in 1970/71 was ansv:ered 
by about 80 % of thein. In addition, material has been collected 
from about 8OO other Finnish serao)'' secondary ■ school pupils who 
for som.e time studied -simr.ltaneously irj the same schools. 



Tho orvlc:u'.al, voY.ovt oi vuwlov :*ooonna:^y l.oaver^j ve)'y 
difTerenliaUod i;: r'H'arci ol' Ihoir ,-::;broquor; c odi;.,;/)t lonai ^^aroor^a. 
58 or the nub Joe 1 3 correspond:: r-oughly to p of the lotal 
age group) Ir" nGl'orr-oil to t;hc ociiior Secondary, ^'^rjy 5' of 
them, hov;evor. immodir: 10 ly :M'ui 6 /-rter op^M'iciinf:; an ddi.tijr.aL 
year in the iar;t r;r:x^\o . On the otncr hand, IJ of the '\;nior 
Secondary 'loriyerij oy' iC ol* thoi^c having-:: enrolled in tlio Senior 
Seco:rdary in*.or r^upt^^d their otudies. 

Tho GO who :jt;.;.yod or; in the :;en ior oe;.:ond:ii\v utiod di f fercra 
amounts of ti^no to thei)-' ytuoi'es, although tho : eni.0T' Seooridai^y 
should normally be fininheo iii three r3onool youjr. Thi;^. normal 
speed was ur30d oirly by ^b of tho origirial cchnrl or by. 
or/"hoso v.;ho had enr'-)lled In tho Tonior Secondary, 2'J 'r^ of 
Senior' Seconoai^y rtudents liad de Loycd their n':udles by one 
additional year., 7 '^0 by ti^o yoai ai':ci % had a delay of 
three year^ o)- ;'07^e . In five school yearri; after the Junior 
Secondary,, thor;, % of tho original /^roup or 80 >^ of those who 
had entered Senior /ierondary chur^ had taken thoj final matriculation 
e;.amination and qualified f-jr^ma] ly foi' uurLversily studies . This 
cori^esponds roup;hJ.y to Lo % of the i>otai ^:ige groups. 

Both the delays ^-nd ciropouts ir the Senior' Secondary should 
partly De regarded a:3 consevTjuerKjes of the ratt.er open . entrance f >'''o^*' 
Junior to Senior Socondax\y . On ^^he other hand, both phenomena seem 
to have also deliberar.e an::^ ncn~oo,.:nit 1 vo sides. 

In the so verith school year- after the start of the research 
project, 1970/71/ a questionnai V'O was mailed to all the original 
subject s a s :i i n g about t h e i r p r e s e r 1 1 s :1. 1 1: a, 1 1 o r . 01' the total 
original cohort of Junior* Gecoi dai'y leavers^, no\'/ c'1-2^ years 
old, 41 were employed, only 30 ho /ever / in a woy they 
considered as more or less permanent . '^h % Mere full-time 
students in the educational system end 13 % either abroad^ in 
compulsory military service cyr at home. 22 % of the cohort 
was iparried and an additJonal /^ considered marriage probable 
in the near ..future . 

Betv/een those vlio had taken the matriculation examination 
and those who did not continue in or dropped: out of the Senior 



Secondary there v;as a I'emarkable difference in the speed of 
assuming such adult roles as ijermanent emplcyrnent or marriage. 
When only 19 >^ ol' the former v/ere employed ard only 7 ?^ of them 
considered permanent. 65 !^ of the latter v-zere employed and 35 
in a permarjent way, 66 ^ of those vjLth a matriculation e-samination 
vjere still within the educational system (only ^(-5 9^, hov^ever, a< . 
university studies, to which entrance in highly resticted),, but 
only 22 fo of those without a matriculation ev^amination , On the 
other hand 56 of the latter group but only 12 % of the former had 
already finished some kind of vocational education. Only 10 % 
of the group with a matriculation examination ^vere ma:.'i ied and 
65 had definite plans of delaying it, '^'hile 55 of thos.e v^fho 
did not continue iri or dropped out of the Senior Secondary were 
married and only % definitely v-.anted to delay it, Difi^eren.t 
educa.tional careers were thus conneci'ed v;ith different time . 
perspectives and different relations to some iruportant aspects 
of the adult role, 

*i . Relations betvi/eon the characteristics of the Junior Secondary 
le avers a nd their recruitment to d ifferent educational careers . 

The different educational careers obviousl-y were partly formed 
• by events occurring in the years after the Junior Secondary, These 
are not discussed in this report, which concentrates on the ' 
relations between characteristics observed already in the Junior 
Secondary and the subsequent recruitment to different educational 
careers . 

. As the original subjects at the beginning of the last grade 
in the Junior Secondary were intervievvied about their plans and ' 
motives, a great part of them were still undecided. A majority 
of them entered later the Senior Secondary ^ on the other hand 
a majority of those v«/ho did not' continue or dropped out of 
the Senior Secondary school v/ere much more definite In their 
aiins . / . . , . 

The reasons given for entering the Soinior Second-ary only seldom 
expressed a definite interest in theoretical studies as such. 
The most common motives were instrumental about getting along 
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bot;ter 1), iil'e ^\no rratllni^ an cpporturii ty to drlay vocatiorMal 
choices. Oi'i the oDiCr hana the inor^t ^'orrimon notive^ for not 
er\tevlnf[. or '/;omp Lo t inp; We Seniov S^?conclary had more direct 
connections vith tho oivrirac torirUvics oi" the i-cl"iOcl and educa- 
tional syotetn as rnich; I v;rj,Ald not svifceo..; x\\ iiiy stuaics - I 6c 
not like r^ohocl and riitu'iler;; - lonn ^-tudioc ovnn after 3 'nior 
Seoonclary i/oul(:i bo nec'*:3oary . 

The rcorui tiTient oV dirrererii peVsSons to ciirferent educational 
careers v/ars Inves tif^ated accov^ding to their age^ se,\,, ability 
test perfor niance., pi-eviour :;chool career and achievement, peraonal 
school expei'iencerr.j fnotiva Lionel hackfr; round to own educational 
decisions, home background, peer Inueraction and general attitudes 
and goals. 

The performance on ability tests had remarkably little 
association v;ith the transfer or non-tranfer to the Senior- 
Secondary. The ^.-^elation somev/hat stronger to the interruptions 
or delays of the intudies., but still rather v/eak. The associations 
of the 'educati onal oareet* v.ith the previous Junior Secondary 
career and achievement were much clearer., but not decisive. - 

The Finnish Senior Secondary school has got international 
attention by having more gir^ls than boys passing the matriculation. 
This majority has. however, been created already at the ear.Lier 
levels so that among the Junior Secondary leavers slightly mor'o 
of the boys than of the girls ^transfer'red to the Senior Secondary. 
As J however,, the intet^ruptions and delays vvere somev;hat more 
frequent for the boys than for the girls, the resulting educational 
careers in the end were rather similar for the both, sexes. The 
motives/ plans and attitudes of the. boys and girls^ however, 
differend more, and thus the differen-ces in subsequent life 
careers were already anticipateu. Although slightly younger in 
age, the girls entered adult roles in beta employment and marriage 
much earlier than the boys. 

As for home background, the social factors had a clear, ., , 
although not decisive , . re lation especially to the entrance '^upon 
Senior Secondary. 89 of those coming from the highest social 
background made this choice, for the lovjest groups the figures, 
•were correspondingly ^+1 % (unskilled -.vorkei's) and 35 fo (small 
fai^mers). The study de3.ays and interruptions ^v\'ere ^ hov-ever, most. 



frequent in the cioo.ial middle groups ancl in town environmentn ; 
Among those vho cilcl not entor* or- eotnplete the ocnioi" oecondar'y 
again, vocational stuciiea v;ere especi.Tlly i;aken up by the ohildren 
oP f ar'rnerG . anr; v/orkers Bn6 by youth corning from a country, 
environment. 

Clearly, ho'./ever,, t]v^ characteristics most closoly connected 
^'■ith the recrui trtient to cliff ererit eciucat.lonal vjo.reerr> ii^ecmed to be 
located in the tnoivlvo tlonal anc; at cl tKdinal field, although 
intertwined with previous school career • age.^ and social 
baokri;round . Hore especially the' relation to tiie time pet;spective ^ 
willingneGG to accept delays m entering upon adult roles and 
tolerance- and acf.:optanoe of the role ,of a pupil in school had 
the gratest weight. This opens certain important questions for 
the school ao an inGtitution. 



